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Behind the scenes with Charlie Chaplin
By Derek Zemrak

The Comedians come and go, but none of 
them kept the public laughing as long 

and hard as Charlie Chaplin.  From 1914 to 
1967 he made over 80 fi lms, and for the fi rst 
25 years of his career he reigned supreme as 
the funniest man on earth.  Since his gags 
were visual there was no language barrier, 
making him the fi rst truly international su-
perstar. Everyone identifi ed with his iconic 
Tramp character.  The little man in bowler 
hat, baggy pants and oversized shoes lived in 
a hostile world that threatened and excluded 
him, but he was so ingenious and agile that 
he always came out on top. 
 One of his greatest contemporary fans is 
Dan Kamin, who was so inspired by Chap-
lin’s fi lms that he went on to become an in-
ternationally renowned mime and physical 
comic himself.  Kamin also brought Chaplin-
style physical comedy back to movies, train-
ing Robert Downey, Jr. for his Oscar-nomi-
nated performance in “Chaplin” and creating 
Johnny Depp’s physical comedy routines in 
“Benny and Joon.”  
 Kamin will appear in person to pres-
ent “Charlie Chaplin’s Red Letter Days.”  
Drawing on a newly discovered eyewitness 
account by one of the actors in Chaplin’s 
company, Kamin will provide new insights 
into Chaplin’s beloved screen character and 
his unprecedented fame.  The entertaining 
and informative program will include the 
screening of a newly restored version of one 
of Chaplin’s best short comedies, “The Vaga-
bond.”  Don’t miss this fascinating excursion 
into the public and private worlds of Holly-
wood’s fi rst superstar.  
 “Charlie Chaplin’s Red Letter Days” will 
be presented at the Rheem Theatre at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, July 21.  
 Asked about his movie work, Kamin 
says, “Classic movies inspired me, and I 
came full circle by adding classic visual 
comedy to modern fi lms.  I taught Johnny 
Depp how to roll the coin around his fi ngers 
the way he does at the end of ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean.’  But does he call?  Never.”
 In addition to working with Depp and 
Downey, Kamin played the wooden Indian 
that came to life in the cult classic “Creep-
show 2” and created Martian movement for 
Tim Burton’s “Mars Attacks!”
 Despite his impressive stage and screen 
credits, Kamin’s artistic beginnings were 
humble. At age 12 he began his performing 
career as a boy magician.  “I struggled in 
vain to entertain hordes of hyperkinetic, sug-
ar-crazed, children at birthday parties.”  He 
attended Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity to study industrial design, “but when 
I saw the eye-popping movement illusions 
practiced by master mime Jewel Walker my 
hopes for a normal life evaporated.” 
 The great silent comedy fi lms of Buster 
Keaton and Charlie Chaplin added more fuel 
to his fi re, and soon Kamin was touring the 
country with his fi rst original show, “Silent 
Comedy...Live!”  Undeterred by the fact that 
vaudeville was long dead, he cobbled a new 
vaudeville circuit out of colleges, theatres 
and corporations, for whom Kamin often ap-
pears as a keynote speaker who falls apart.  “I 
applied my industrial design skills to build-
ing a collapsing lectern.”  He is also a fre-
quent guest artist with symphony orchestras, 
combining comedy with music in his popular 
series of “Comedy Concertos.”  Finally, he 
often becomes “Mr. Slomo,” an eerie charac-
ter who strolls through public places in slow 
motion “terrifying the very children who tor-
mented me as a youth.”
 Kamin returned to his comedy roots to 
write “Charlie Chaplin’s One-Man Show,” 
revealing the secrets of Chaplin’s comic art.  
Hailed as a breakthrough work, the book 
boasted a preface by another Chaplin fan, 
Marcel Marceau.  Kamin’s new book, “The 
Comedy of Charlie Chaplin: Artistry in Mo-
tion,” updates the earlier work and features 
an account of how he trained Downey for his 
Oscar-nominated performance.
 During recent seasons Kamin has toured 
his solo show throughout America and Eu-
rope, and “humiliated many symphonies” 
with his comic antics, including Cleveland, 
Atlanta, Montreal, Shanghai, Singapore and 
Malaysia.  
Tickets are available online at www.lamorin-
datheatres.com
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Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

July 12:  
 Joseph Di Prisco. Simpson Family 

Literary Project

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

July 14 is the 4th annual Tribute To The Troops 
at the Lafayette Res New Stage

July 19: 
Anne Orenellas   

Lamorinda Village
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Rodent Proofi ngRodent Proofi ng
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofi ng’s 

industry-leading 4-step process to get 

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.   

GUARANTEED
FREE In-Home Inspection, 
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988

GUARANTEED

www.honestrodentproofi ng.com

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

4th of  July in Lamorinda Photos Sora O’Doherty and Andy Scheck

Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m. 
The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd.   
More info: www.lamorindasunrise.com 
or email lamorindasunrise@gmail.com@g

Campers share 
highlights of Camp 
Royal and Camp 

Venture.

a

UNBELIEVABLE ! Dr. Susan Jenkins, 
Managing Director at Innova� ve 

Genomics Ins� tute, UC Berkeley with 
the science of curing the once incurable.

July 20July 13

Smokey the Bear says help prevent wildfi res


